
The Laramie Project, Audition Readings (Choose Two) 

Moment: Snow 
Romaine Patterson, 21, University Student 

Describing her actions at the trial 
 

After seeing Fred Phelps protesting at Matthew’s 
funeral and finding out that he was coming to 
Laramie for the trial, I decided that someone 
needed to stand toe to toe with this guy. Someone 
needs to show, that there is a better way of dealing 
with that kind of hatred.  
 

So our idea is to dress up like angels. And so we 
have designed an angel outfit – for our wings are 
HUGE – like big ass wings – and there’ll be ten to 
twenty of us that are angels – and what we’re 
gonna do is encircle Phelps … and because of our big 
ass wings – we are gonna COM-PLETE-LY block him.  
 

So this band of angels comes in. We don’t say a 
word. We just turn our backs to him and just stand 
there … And we are a group of people bringing forth 
a message of peace and love and compassion. And 
we’re calling it “Angel Action.”  Yeah, this twenty-
one-year-old little lesbian is ready to walk the line 
with him.  

 
 
 

Moment: One of Ours 
Sherry Johnson, 40s University Administrative Assistant 

 
 

My husband’s a highway patrolman, so that’s really 
the only way that I’ve known about it. The other 
thing that was not brought out—at the same time 
that happened, a patrolman was killed. And there 
was nothing. Nothing. They didn’t say anything 
about the old man that killed him.  
 

You know, my husband worked with him. This man 
was brand new on the force. But I mean, here’s one 
of ours, and it was just a little piece in the paper.  
 

And a lot of it is my feeling that the media is 
portraying Matthew Shepard as a saint and making 
him as a martyr. And I don’t think we was. I don’t 
think he was that pure.  
 

Why they exemplified him I don’t know. What’s the 
difference if you’re gay? A hate crime is a hate 
crime. If you murder someone you hate ‘em. It has 
nothing to do with if you’re gay or a prostitute or 
whatever. I don’t understand.  
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Moment: Seeing Matthew 
Reggie Fluty, Policewoman who responded to 911 call 

Describing her subsequent medical scare 
 

One of the things that happened when I got to the 
fence … It was just such an overwhelming amount of 
blood … and we try to wear protective gloves, but 
we had a really cheap Sheriff at the time and he 
bought us cheap gloves. You put ‘em on and they 
kept breaking so finally you ran of out of gloves. You 
try and help Matthew, find an airway, and you 
know, that’s what you do, you know.  
 

Probably a day and a half later, the hospital called 
me and told me Matthew had HIV. And the doctor 
said, “You’ve been exposed and you’ve had a bad 
exposure,” because you see, I’d been – been 
building—building a lean-to for my llamas and my 
hands had a bunch of open cuts on ‘em. 
 

They said “get up here.” So, I got up there and we 
started the ATZ drugs. Immediately. That’s a mean, 
nasty medicine. Mean. I’ve lost ten pounds and a lot 
of my hair. I think it brought home to my girls what 
their mom does for a living.  
 
 

 

Moment: Easier Said Than Done 
Catherine Connolly, College professor 

On being out in Wyoming 
 

My understanding when I first came here  
is that I was the first “out” lesbian or gay faculty 
member on campus. And that was in 1992. So, that 
wasn’t that long ago.  
 

When you first get here as a new faculty member, 
there’s all these things you have to do. And so, I was 
in my office and I noticed that this woman called so 
I called her back. And I could hear her. She’s 
working on her keyboard, clicking away – I said, you 
know, “This is Cathy Connolly returning your phone 
call.” And she said, “Oh. It’s you.” And I thought, 
“This is bizarre.” And she said, “I hear – I hear – I 
hear you’re gay. I hear you are.” I was like, “Uh 
huh.” And she said, “I hear you came as a couple. 
I’m one too. Not a couple, just a person.”  
 

And so – she was – a kind of lesbian who knew I was 
coming and she wanted to come over and meet me 
immediately. And she later told me that there were 
other lesbians that she knew who wouldn’t be seen 
with me. That I would irreparably taint them, that 
just to be seen with me could be a problem.  
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Moment: Finding Matthew Shepard 
Dr. Cantway, 50s, Emergency Room Doctor 

Describing treating Matthew Shepard and his attacker 
 
I was working the emergency room the night 
Matthew Shepard was brought in. You expect this 
kind of injuries to come from a car going down a hill 
at eighty miles an hour. But you don’t expect to see 
that from someone doing this to another person.  
 
Now, the strange thing is, twenty minutes before 
Matthew came in, Aaron McKinney was brought in 
by his girlfriend.  So I am workin’ on Aaron and the 
ambulance comes in with Matthew. So there’s 
Aaron in one room of the ER and Matthew in 
another room two doors down.  
 
Then two days later I found out the connection and I 
was … very struck. They were two kids. They were 
two kids and I took care of both of them. And… for a 
brief moment I wondered if this is how God feels 
when he looks down on us. How we are all his kids.  

 
 
 
 
 

Moment: Magnitude 
Rulon Stacy, Hospital CEO and Spokesperson  

describing his statement announcing Matthew’s death 
 

And—I don’t know how I let that happen – I lost it 
on national television, but, you know, we had been 
up for like seventy-two hours straight. While I was 
reading out there, reading that statement, I thought 
about my own four daughters – “and go home and 
hug your kids” – and oh, she doesn’t have her kid 
anymore.  
 
Um, and then we started to get people sending us e-
mails and letters. And most of them were just 
generally very kind. But then I get this one. This guy 
wrote me and said, “Do you cry like a baby on TV for 
all of your patients or just the faggots?”  
 
And as I told you before, homosexuality is not a 
lifestyle with which I agree. Um, but having been 
thrown into this … I guess I didn’t understand the 
magnitude with which some people hate. And of all 
the letters that we got, there were maybe two or 
three that were like that.  
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Moment: The Fireside 
Matt Galloway, 20s, Student and Bartender 

Describing Matthew and his attackers that night 
 
So what can I tell you about Matt? If you had a 
hundred customers like him it’d be the – the most 
perfect bar I’ve ever been in. And nothing to do with 
sexual orientation. Manners, politeness, 
intelligence. They stated that Matt approached 
them, that he came onto them. I absolutely, 
positively disbelieve and refute the statement one 
hundred percent. Refute it, I’m gonna give you two 
reasons why.  
 
One. Character reference. Why would he approach 
them? He wasn’t approaching anybody else in the 
bar. They say he’s gay, he’s gonna come on to 
people like that? He never came on to me. Hello?!? 
He came on to them? I don’t believe it.  
 
Two. Territorialism. Is the word I will use for this. 
And that’s the fact that Matt was sitting there. 
Russell and Aaron were in the pool area. Upon their 
first interaction, they were in the area where Matt 
had been seen all night. So who approached who by 
that? 
 

Moment: Dennis Shepard’s Statement 
Dennis Shepard, 40s, Father of Matthew Shepard 

Speaking at the McKinney sentencing hearing 
 

Judy has been quoted as being against the death 
penalty. It has ben stated that Matt was against the 
death penalty. Both of these statements are wrong. 
Matt believed there were crimes and incidents that 
justified the death penalty. I too believe in the death 
penalty.  
 

I would like nothing better than to see you die, Mr. 
McKinney. However this is the time to begin the 
healing process. To show mercy to someone who 
refused to show any mercy. Mr. McKinney, I am 
going to grant you life, as hard as it is for me to do 
so, because of Matthew. Every time you celebrate 
Christmas, a birthday, a Fourth of July remember 
that Matt isn’t. Every time you wake up in your 
prison cell remember that you had the opportunity 
and the ability to stop your actions that night.  
 

You robbed me of something very precious and I will 
never forgive you for that. Mr. McKinney, I give you 
life in the memory of one who no longer lives. May 
you have a long life and may you thank Matthew 
every day for it.  
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Moment: Angels in America  
Jedadiah Schultz, 18, College student 

Describing a big audition 
 
My parents were like, so what plays are you doing 
this year at school? And I was like Angels in America 
and I told them the whole list of plays. And they’re 
like, Angels in America? Is that … that play you did in 
high school? That scene you did in high school? And 
I was like, yeah.  
 

And we got in this huge argument … and my BEST, 
THE BEST thing that I knew I had them on is, it was 
just after they had seen me in a performance of 
Macbeth and onstage like I murdered like a little kid, 
and Lady Macduff and these two other guys, and 
like and she goes, well you know, homosexuality is a 
sin – she kept saying that – and I go, Mom, I just 
played a murderer tonight. And you didn’t seem to 
have a problem with that … 
  

I tell you. I’ve never prepared myself this much for 
an audition in my life. Never ever. Not even close.  
 
 
 
 

Moment: Who’s Getting What?  
Doc O’Connor, 50s, Limousine driver 

On the gays in Wyoming 
 
Let me tell you something else here. There’s more 
gay people in Wyoming than meets the eye. I know, 
I know for a fact. They’re not particularly, ah, the 
whatta you call them, the queens, No, they’re the 
ones that throw bail, hay, jump on horses, you see 
what I’m saying?  
 

As I always say, don’t mess with a Wyoming queer, 
‘cause they will kick you in your ass, but that’s not 
the point of what I’m trying to say. I know a lot of 
people. I’ve been lived up here some forty-odd 
years, you see what I’m saying? 
 

 And I don’t think Wyoming people give a damn 
one way or another if you’re gay or straight, that’s 
just what I said, doesn’t matter. If there’s eight men 
and one woman in a Wyoming bar, which is often 
the case, now you stop and think – who’s getting 
what? You see what I’m saying? Now, jeez, it don’t 
take a big intelligent mind to figure that one out.    
 


