
The Laramie Project, Audition Scenes (Optional-Choose One) 

MOMENT: ANGELS IN AMERICA 
Policewoman Reggie Fluty and her mother, Marge Murray 
describe the celebration when her tests for HIV came back 

negative  
 
REGGIE FLUTY.  And I was able to have the 
DNA test done. And so they got me to Fort 
Collins. They drew the blood there, flew it to 
Michigan, and did all the DNA work there and 
– which was – a week later … I knew I was 
negative for good.  
MARGE MURRAY.  I’ll tell ya, we were all on 
our knees saying Hail Marys. 
REGGIE FLUTY.  You were just elated, you 
know, and you think, “Thank God.” 
MARGE MURRAY.  So what’s the first thing she 
does? 
REGGIE FLUTY.  I stuck my tongue right in my 
husband’s mouth. I was just happy, you know, 
you’re just so happy. You think, “Yeah, I hope I 
did this service well.” You know, I hope I did it 
with some kind of integrity. So, you’re just 
really happy … and my daughters just bawled.  
MARGE MURRAY.  They were so happy. 

REGGIE FLUTY.  And the force … 
MARGE MURRAY.  Oh boy… 
REGGIE FLUTY.  We went out and got drunk 
MARGE MURRAY.  (Simultaneous.) drunk. 
REGGIE FLUTY.  They all bought me drinks too, 
it was great … and everybody hugged and 
cried and you know, I kissed everybody who 
walked through the door … 
MARGE MURRAY.  Reggie, they don’t need to 
know that. 
REGGIE FLUTY.  I didn’t care if they were male 
or female. They each got a kiss on the lips. 
(Reggie and Marge exit together, arguing as 
they go.)  
MARGE MURRAY.  Now what part of what I 
just said didn’t you understand?  
REGGIE FLUTY.  Oh, get over it, Ma! 
 

 

 

 

 

 



The Laramie Project, Audition Scenes (Optional-Choose One) 

MOMENT: AARON MCKINNEY 
Police detective Rob Debree interviews Aaron McKinney 

following his arrest for the Shepard murder.  
 
ROB DEBREE.  Did he ever try to defend 
himself against you or hit you back? 
AARON MCKINNEY.  Yeah, sort of. He tried his 
little swings or whatever but he wasn’t very 
effective.  
ROB DEBREE.  Okay. How many times did you 
hit him inside the truck before you guys 
stopped where you left him? 
AARON MCKINNEY.  I’d say I hit him two or 
three times, probably three times with my fists 
and about six times with the pistol. 
ROB DEBREE.  So obviously you don’t like gay 
people?  
AARON MCKINNEY.  No, I don’t.  
ROB DEBREE.  Would you say you hate them?  
AARON MCKINNEY.   Uh, I really don’t hate 
them but, you know, when they start coming 
onto me and stuff like that I get pretty 
aggravated. 
ROB DEBREE.  Did he threaten you?  

AARON MCKINNEY.  This gay dude? 
ROB DEBREE.  Yeah.  
AARON MCKINNEY.  Not really.  
ROB DEBREE. Can you answer me one thing? 
Why’d you guys take his shoes?  
AARON MCKINNEY.  I don’t know. Now I’ll 
never get to see my son again.  
ROB DEBREE.  I don’t know. You’ll probably go 
to court sometime today.  
AARON MCKINNEY.  Today? So I’m gonna go in 
there and just plead guilty or not guilty? 
ROB DEBREE.  No, you’re just going to be 
arraigned today.  
AARON MCKINNEY.  He is gonna die for sure?  
ROB DEBREE.  There is no doubt that Mr. 
Shepard is going to die. 
AARON MCKINNEY.  So what are they going to 
give me, twenty five to life or just the death 
penalty and get it over with?  
ROB DEBREE.  That’s not our job. That’s the 
judge’s job and the jury.  
 

 



The Laramie Project, Audition Scenes (Optional-Choose One) 

 

MOMENT: A LARAMIE MAN 
Jon Peacock (Matt Shepard’s college advisor) and Romaine 

Patterson (a young friend) both share how they reacted to the 
news of the attack. 

 

JON PEACOCK. Well, the news reports started 
trickling out on Thursday, but no names were 
mentioned. The brutality of the crime was not 
mentioned. All that was mentioned was that 
there was a man, Laramie man, found beaten, 
out on the prairie basically. Later on that 
evening they mentioned his name. It was like 
that can’t, that’s not the Matthew Shepard I 
know. That’s not my student. That’s not this 
person who I’ve been meeting with.  
ROMAINE PATTERSON.  I was in the coffee 
shop. And someone pulled me aside and said, 
“I don’t know much, but they say that there’s 
been a young man who’s been beaten in 
Laramie. And they said his name was Matthew 
Shepard.” And he said, “Do you think this 
could be our Matthew?” And I said, “Well, 
yeah, it sounds like it could be our Matthew.” 

So I called up my sister Trish and I said, “Tell 
me what you know.” I’m just like – “I need to 
know anything you know because I don’t know 
anything.” So I’m talking to my sister on the 
phone and that’s when the whole story came 
up on Channel 5 news and it was just like 
“baboom.” 
JON PEACOCK.  And the news reports kept 
rolling in, young University of Wyoming 
student, his age, his description, it’s like, “Oh 
my God.” 
ROMAINE PATTERSON.  And, uh … (Pause.)  I – 
I felt sick to my stomach … it’s just instantly 
sick to my stomach. Yes, it was Matthew. It 
was your friend. 
JON PEACOCK.  By this time, I was starting to 
get upset, but still the severity wasn’t out yet.  
ROMAINE PATTERSON. And then I watched the 
ten o’clock news that night, where they 
started speaking about the nature and 
seriousness of it … 
 


